Police helicopter over Pennsylvania highway.

amended; and of other relevant laws. It has a mandate
from Congress to reduce the number of deaths and in-
juries resulting from traffic accidents on the highways of
the Nation.

Total resources made available by the Congress to fund
the responsibilities of the Highway Safely Act of 1966 for
FY 1971 were, $91,800,000; 3fil persons \ww employed

to administer this act.

Police Traffic Patrols

NHTSA conducts a program of support for additional
manpower for police departments to help them cope with
traffic, problems.

Funding for the program is provided under ttrdimi 402
of P.L. 89-564.

NHTSA urges participating pollen departments to
bring about reductions in traffic accidents by concen-
trating on those violations of law which cause traffic ac-
cidents, and by identifying statistically where manpower
needs arc greatest and at what times of day immprnvcr
is most needed.

Since greater numbers of serious traffic accultMils occur
during evenings and hours of darkness, the hulk of man-
power financed under these programs is aimed at this lime
frame.

A specific statistic indicating that a reduction in both
traffic accidents and crime.-relaled activity can bn at-
tained has been developed by the Flint, Mich., Police De-
partment. Twenty-eight new men assigned to IL tactical
traffic squad increased contacts with motorists over and
above the previous effort of patrol and traffic uniK Dur-
ing the first year of operation, members of the tactical

squad made 205 wan ted-fa Ion arrests........more than all

other divisions in the department during the saimt period.

Three additional sites (Sacramento, Calif., Kl Paso,
Tex., and Chattanooga, Tenn.) have been selected to
demonstrate that selective assignment and enforcement
do reduce traffic accidents. As part of the evaluation
process, (he effect of additional men working in specific
locations will be measured against previous data related
to crimes occurring during similar periods.

Other programs funded in 26 Slates have increased
total manpower on the street, A total of 132 projects
ranging in size from one to as many as 14 men now patrol
streets and highways in selected communities.

Police Recordkeeping

NHTSA encourages police departments to upgrade qual-
ity and quantity of records data. The thrust is at State
levels with direction to develop and implement statewide
uniform reporting of traffic-related data, traffic accidents,
violations, adjudication of cases, incompetent or mentally
diArbed drivers, and condition of vehicles,ns|>ortn-
